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Synopsis

Claim quality togetherness with your child and fully enjoy the sensitive and formative years from two
to five by adopting proven teaching techniques in your own home. This acclaimed guide puts the
entire range of the Montessori system within your reach, so you can make the most of your child?s
vital years. Teaching Montessori in the Home has already helped thousands of parents with the
techniques, exercises, and easy-to-make Montessori materials that are essential for success. It
demonstrates how you can develop your child?s sensory awareness and practical life skills, as well
as lay the foundation of preliminary reading, writing, and math.The author is recognized as one of
the most influential proponents of the Montessori method in the United States and throughout the
world due to her concise, accessible writing style. This bestselling book grants you the opportunity
to teach your child at home and gain a truly rewarding experience. ?Hainstock takes great pains
here to offer the reader a very thoughtful yet concise introduction to the Montessori philosophy.?

?from Lee Havis?s introduction.
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Customer Reviews

Although there are more and more chartered and public schools using Montessori methods of
teaching, most Montessori schools are private enterprises and must charge considerable tuition in
order to stay open. If you are in favor of Montessori methods but are not able to send your child to a

Montessori school, this is the book for you. The author of this book gives a brief history of Maria



Montessori and how she discovered how children learn. It then goes on to describe the methods
used, and gives detailed instructions for all the exercises and demonstrations which are used with
preschool-aged children. The author also gives instructions for making many of the Montessori
materials at home, with common household items or easy-to-obtain craft supplies. Throughout the
book she offers many alternative suggestions for the materials which are typically used in a
Montessori classroom. For instance, she mentions that a muffin tin can be used very effectively to
sort buttons, and that a handtowel may be used for the workmat. Although this book was orginally
written in the 1960’s, most of the information is still useful today. The cover mentions that it has
been updated and revised, but it is not clear what information has been changed in this edition. Still,
overall this book is a wonderful resource for frugal parents who are able to teach their children at

home, and who want to use Montessori methods to do so.

My mother was an educator who spent the first nine years of my life staying home with my sisters
and me. My parents could not afford to send me to Montessori School. Instead, my mother
constructed many of the materials described in the book and used them with me. Because of her
efforts, | was reading phonetically at 4 in addition to being well prepared for 1st grade math. |
remember fondly the time when we spent together with "school" and do not remember any
insecurity or feelings of being pushed. | feel | have benefited from a lifetime a learning and
self-confidence that has aided me in many of my endeavors.When | became pregnant with twins,
my mother purchased the new addition of this book for me. | work full time, but still have found time
to make the materials in the book (they are very easy!). | enjoy spending time on the exercises with
my girls, who are now two and a half . They also look forward to when he have "school".As an
introduction to the world of Montessori; this book has been an eye-opener to me. This book has
shown me the beauty of the Montessori Method itself, so much so that my husband and | are
considering placing our girls in a Montessori school when they get a little older.I did find the index of
toys and materials outdated, as hinted at by the below critic. Some of these toys are no longer
manufactured. | find it sad, however, that the below critic finds teaching manners such as cleaning
up after yourself outdated. My girls, at two and a half, enjoy watching me and my husband in the
kitchen, helping us clean with their child-size brooms and mops, dusting, etc. | want my children to
understand that they are a contributor to their own environment, and not to expect such things to be
taken care of by maids or parents.l recommend this book to you as | have to many parents of

pre-school children.



| became interested in the Montessori method while researching different educational styles in order
to prepare for what my family’s options would be once our twin toddlers reach preschool age. After
doing research on the internet, attending an open house at a Montessori preschool in our area, and
reading "The Discovery of the Child" by Dr. Maria Montessori, | felt that | needed to find a book that |
could use as a guide and would serve as a frame of reference for beginning to do activities with my
children that are based on the Montessori approach. This book not only served as an excellent
reference guide to how to use the Montessori method at home with your children, but it is well
written, easy to follow, and well organized. | particularly like how each activity includes clear
directions on how to carry out the activity, the materials needed for the activity, the purpose of the
activity, and the learning objective for the activity. | also like how the author included a section on
how to make a "prepared environment" for learning in your home, being that the "prepared
environment" is one of the, if not the most, critical aspects of a Montessori education. This book is
really helpful for someone like me who wants establish an early educational foundation for my
children at home and see what suits their needs and personalities before the time comes for my
husband and | to decide what will be the educational setting for our children’s preschool and

kindergarten years.

This is a decent book, but | wouldn’t recommend it to anyone who is interested in seriously
introducing the Montessori homeschool methods to their small children. A good portion of the book
is telling you about Maria Montessori and her life/her teaching. You can find that on the internet.
Towards the end of the (very thin) book, there are simple ideas to do with your pre-schooler. Again,

you can find it all on the internet and much more.
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